December 2, 2021

First, to the teachers who have been
through so much in these last 2 years
and who jumped into action when the
crisis struck; to the police officers and
sheriff’s deputies who headed straight
into the school without hesitation and
who told me, ‘“We were going inside no
matter what. We were never going to
simply stage outside and wait to assess
the risks to ourselves’’; to all the fire-
fighters and first responders from our
area and well beyond who didn’t wait
for direction and simply steamed
straight for Oxford; to the 911 dispatch
operators who took more than 100 calls
from terrified children whispering and
crying from their hiding places, and
the dispatch shift leaders who ran the
massive logistical operation to coordi-
nate over 300 first responders at the
school; and to the doctors, nurses,
EMS, and hospital staff who put emer-
gency procedures in place and all an-
swered the call to help, what you did
saved children, and teachers, and ad-
ministrators.

You saved someone’s child, some-
one’s brother, someone’s mom. You
kept people on this Earth for their
families to cherish and hold close. And
every one of them will remember that
day and the role you played. There are
children in that school who will go on
to be police officers and firefighters
and doctors because of how you re-
sponded this week, and for that, we
owe you so much.

Madam Speaker, over the last few
days, I have thought a great deal about
the sacrifices we ask our kids to make
and the burdens we ask them to bear.
We are all so exhausted seeing fleeing
students, panicked parents, and bewil-
dered teachers.

The inescapable conclusion we must
draw is that we are failing our chil-
dren, not just failing to keep them safe
but failing to set an example. Our daily
rhetoric continues to deteriorate.
Threats of violence are commonplace.

As someone who worked alongside
the military for years, I was trained
that leadership climate is set at the
top. Whether you are the leader of a
platoon or a small town, or simply the
head of a household, the leadership
style you use in your own life will be
internalized by those you lead. It will
become the standard. Nowhere is this
more clear than with our kids.

The hard truth is that violence, in-
cluding gun violence, has become nor-
mal. Threatening someone online has
become normal. Inciting violence and
calling for violence has become nor-
mal. People do it online, in neighbor-
hood forums, at school board meetings,
at hospitals, on airplanes, and even on
the steps of this Capitol, like it is
nothing at all, like it is somehow part
of their freedom of speech. But it is
not.

Threatening other people is where
our freedom of speech ends. But how
are kids to understand that? How are
they to rationalize the lessons they
learned in kindergarten to treat others
as we would like to be treated if they
see adults demonstrating the opposite?
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That betrayal has taken hold in the
roots of our communities. Not a day
goes by that I don’t hear about it, and
our kids are watching our every move.

This tragedy also makes clear that
we are in desperate need of mental
health support for our young people.
Services and providers are scarce, and
there is no way of meeting the need, es-
pecially in the wake of COVID.

Our children are using violence, con-
templating suicide, and generally
struggling more than at any other time
in our history, and we must acknowl-
edge that and provide the resources to
our communities to manage the de-
mand.

In these first 48 hours since the at-
tack, that is where my office and so
many others have been trying to en-
gage, to find Federal money, to find
State money. We need to address the
mental health crisis in this country
with the seriousness that it demands or
be prepared to live with the con-
sequences.

In the immediate aftermath of trag-
edy, in these moments of intense suf-
fering, there is often a need to under-
stand what to do with our pain by
jumping into politics and policy. I
must admit, I am torn about that dis-
cussion because my community is still
reeling from the crisis, and our atten-
tion has been focused on immediate
crisis response.

But there are some basic facts that
simply can’t be swept under the rug:
that a deadly weapon purchased legally
fell into the hands of a 15-year-old
child. I come from a family of gun own-
ers. I was trained to carry two different
firearms on my person at all times dur-
ing my three tours with the CIA in
Iraq.

But if a 15-year-old boy can get ahold
of a weapon purchased by his father on
a Friday and use it to terrorize and
murder his classmates on a Tuesday,
something in our country is horribly
wrong.

Whether we like it or not, Oxford will
be a town that our kids read about,
joining a long list of communities that
have become synonymous with the
greatest tragedies our country has
seen: Columbine, Virginia Tech, Sandy
Hook, Parkland, Santa Fe, and so
many more.

This is, sadly, not a new set of issues.
Long before the events in Oxford, the
U.S. House passed a bill requiring basic
background checks for purchases of
any and all guns, just like we do at
Walmart now.

This bill had both Democratic and
Republican cosponsors. It was one of
those rare instances of this body rising
to the occasion with some basic com-
mon sense. We voted on this bill a few
years ago in the last Congress, and we
voted on it again this last March 2021.

That bill is currently sitting in the
U.S. Senate. It could be voted on to-
morrow if there was a will to act.

Please, to our colleagues in the Sen-
ate, take up this important bipartisan
legislation.
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I am also focused on what it means
to be a responsible gun owner. Michi-
gan is full of them, including my own
family. But if you are going to own a
gun, you should be responsible for stor-
ing it safely and for taking basic steps
to ensure that the gun doesn’t end up
in the hands of a child or a criminal or
a dangerous person. Adults should be
held accountable for how they handle
their guns.

This is an issue we are particularly
watching in Oxford, where the Oakland
County prosecutor is considering
charging the parents of the shooter for
their child’s access to that gun. This is
one of the areas we are looking at for
additional legislation, and I know that
a similar bill is being looked at in the
Michigan legislature.

In the coming days and week, more
facts will emerge from this horrible
tragedy and help guide our thinking on
how to ensure that our children—Hana,
Madisyn, Tate, and Justin—did not die
in vain.

To my colleagues in both parties, I
look to you all, every single one of you,
to join me in recognizing the pain that
our community is going through and to
make sure it means something.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

———
ADJOURNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 11(b) of House Resolu-
tion 188, the House stands adjourned
until 9 a.m. tomorrow.

Thereupon (at 8 o’clock and 41 min-
utes p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow, Fri-
day, December 3, 2021, at 9 a.m.

——————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC-2802. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting
the Agency’s final rule — Bifenthrin; Pes-
ticide Tolerances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2016-0352 and
EPA-HQ-OPP-2019-0560; FRI-8945-01-OCSPP]
received November 18, 2021, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

EC-2803. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting
the Agency’s final rule — Air Plan Approval;
California; San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution
Control District; Stationary Source Permits
[EPA-R09-OAR-2020-0238; FRI1.-8896-02-R9] re-
ceived November 18, 2021, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

EC-2804. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting
the Agency’s final rule — Arkansas: Final
Authorization of State Hazardous Waste
Management Program Revision [EPA-R06-
RCRA-2021-0073; FRL-8800-02-R6] received No-
vember 18, 2021, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
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801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

EC-2805. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting
the Agency’s final rule — Air Plan Approval;
ID; West Silver Valley Redesignation to At-
tainment for the 2012 Annual PM2.5 Standard
[EPA-R10-OAR-2020-0305; FRIL.-8878-02-R10] re-
ceived November 18, 2021, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

EC-2806. A letter from the Director, Office
of Acquisition Policy, Office of Government-
wide Policy, General Services Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s
summary presentation of final rules — Fed-
eral Acquisition Regulation; Federal Acqui-
sition Circular 2022-01; Introduction [Docket
No.: FAR-2021-0051, Sequence No. 5] received
November 15, 2021, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Oversight
and Reform.

EC-2807. A letter from the Director, Office
of Acquisition Policy, Office of Government-
wide Policy, General Services Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Federal Acquisition Regulation: Revi-
sion of Definition of ‘“‘Commercial Item”
[FAC 2022-01; FAR Case 2018-018; Item I;
Docket No.: FAR-2018-0018, Sequence No. 1]
(RIN: 9000-AN76) received November 15, 2021,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Reform.

EC-2808. A letter from the Director, Office
of Acquisition Policy, Office of Government-
wide Policy, General Services Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s
small entity compliance guide — Federal Ac-
quisition Regulation; Federal Acquisition
Circular 2022-01; Small Entity Compliance
Guide [Docket No.: FAR-2021-0051, Sequence
No. 5] received November 15, 2021, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Oversight and Reform.

EC-2809. A letter from the Director, Office
of Regulatory Affairs and C.A., Office of the
Assistant Secretary, Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs, Department of the Interior, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Election
of Officers of the Osage Minerals Council
[212A2100DD/A AKC001030/A0A501010.999900]
(RIN: 1076-AF58) received October 26, 2021,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources.

EC-2810. A letter from the Regulatory Spe-
cialist, Office of Natural Resources Revenue,
Department of the Interior, transmitting the
Department’s final rule — ONRR 2020 Valu-
ation Reform and Civil Penalty Rule: Delay
of Effective Date [Docket No.: ONRR-2020-
0001; DS63644000DRT000000. CH7000
212D1113RT] (RIN: 1012-AA27) received Octo-
ber 20, 2021, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Natural Resources.

EC-2811. A letter from the Agency Rep-
resentative, United States Patent and Trade-
mark Office, Department of Commerce,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Changes to Implement Provisions of the
Trademark Modernization Act of 2020 [Dock-
et No.: PTO-T-2021-0008] (RIN: 0651-AD55) re-
ceived November 18, 2021, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

EC-2812. A letter from the Management
and Program Analyst, Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration, Department of Transportation,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Amendment of Class D and Class E Airspace;
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Fort Leonard Wood, MO [Docket No.: FAA-
2021-0634; Airspace Docket No.: 21-ACE-19]
(RIN: 2120-AA66) received November 18, 2021,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

EC-2813. A letter from the Assistant Chief
Counsel for Regulatory Affairs, Office of
Chief Counsel, Pipeline and Hazardous Mate-
rial Safety Administration, transmitting the
Administration’s final rule — Pipeline Safe-
ty: Safety of Gas Gathering Pipelines: Exten-
sion of Reporting Requirements, Regulation
of Large, High-Pressure Lines, and Other Re-
lated Amendments [Docket No.. PHMSA-
2011-0023; Amdt. Nos. 191-30; 192-129] (RIN:
2137-AF38) received November 18, 2021, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-2814. A letter from the Federal Register
Liaison Officer, Alcohol and Tobacco Tax
and Trade Bureau, Department of the Treas-
ury, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Establishment of the Verde Valley
Viticultural Area [Docket No.: TTB-2020-
0002; T.D. TTB-174; Ref: Notice No. 187] (RIN:
1513-AC54) received November 26, 2021, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Ways and Means.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mrs. TORRES of California: Committee on
Rules. House Resolution 829. A resolution
providing for consideration of the bill (H.R.
6119) making further continuing appropria-
tions for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2022, and for other purposes; and for other

purposes (Rept. 117-201). Referred to the
House Calendar.
———

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Ms. DELAURO:

H.R. 6119. A bill making further continuing
appropriations for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2022, and for other purposes; to
the Committees on Appropriations and the
Budget; considered and passed.

By Mrs. BICE of Oklahoma (for herself,
Mr. ELLZEY, Mr. LUCAS, Mr. FALLON,
Mr. BABIN, Mr. HERN, Mr. CRENSHAW,
Mr. JACKSON, Mr. WEBER of Texas,
Mr. MULLIN, Mr. PFLUGER, and Mr.
TONY GONZALES of Texas):

H.R. 6120. A bill to direct the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency to establish a grant program to
reimburse individuals for loss or damage to
property near the southern border of the
United States caused by an individual ille-
gally crossing the border, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity, and in addition to the Committee on
Appropriations, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Ms. SEWELL (for herself and Mr.
JOHNSON of Ohio):

H.R. 6121. A bill to improve the administra-
tion of antidumping and countervailing duty
laws; to the Committee on Ways and Means.
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By Ms. MALLIOTAKIS (for herself,
Mrs. MILLER of West Virginia, Mr.
KELLY of Pennsylvania, Mr. JACOBS
of New York, Mr. MEUSER, Mrs.
HARSHBARGER, Mr. GIMENEZ, Mr.
HERN, Ms. MACE, Mr. JOYCE of Penn-
sylvania, Mr. GUTHRIE, Mr. MOORE of
Alabama, Mr. GOSAR, Mr. NORMAN,
Mr. BERGMAN, Mr. ROGERS of Ala-
bama, Mr. CAWTHORN, Mr. OWENS, Mr.
SMITH of Nebraska, Mr. MCKINLEY,
Mr. STEUBE, Mr. SIMPSON, and Mr.
CLINE):

H.R. 6122. A bill to prohibit the payment of
certain legal settlements to individuals who
unlawfully entered the United States; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Ms. SALAZAR (for herself, Ms.
STEFANIK, Mrs. SPARTZ, Mr.
SMUCKER, Ms. FoxX, Mr. GIMENEZ,

Mr. OWENS, Mr. POSEY, Mr. HUDSON,
Mr. DIAZ-BALART, Mr. BILIRAKIS, Mr.
WEBER of Texas, Mr. NEHLS, Mr.
CRENSHAW, Mr. BosT, Mr. DUNN, Mr.
JACKSON, Mr. RUTHERFORD, Mr.
BABIN, Mr. CRAWFORD, Mr. MOONEY,
Mr. JACOBS of New York, Mr. BAIRD,
Mr. C. ScoTT FRANKLIN of Florida,

Mr. WALTZ, Mr. MCKINLEY, Mr.
DONALDS, Mr. STEUBE, Mr.
SCHWEIKERT, Mr. BUDD, Mrs. MILLER-
MEEKS, Mr. BUCHANAN, Mr.

GROTHMAN, Mr. HILL, Mr. CAWTHORN,
Mrs. CAMMACK, Mrs. MILLER of Illi-
nois, Mr. DUNCAN, Mr. UPTON, Ms.
MALLIOTAKIS, Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of
Illinois, Mr. GOHMERT, Mr. BISHOP of
North Carolina, Mr. SMITH of New

Jersey, Mr. KATKO, Mr. BURCHETT,
Mr. CARTER of Georgia, Mrs.
McCLAIN, Mr. PFLUGER, Mr. VAN

DREW, Mr. TONY GONZALES of Texas,
Mr. LAMALFA, Mr. COLE, Mr.
TIMMONS, Mr. MELJER, Mr. SMITH of
Nebraska, Mr. FALLON, Mr. JOYCE of
Ohio, Mrs. STEEL, Mr. MCCLINTOCK,
Mr. VALADAO, and Mr. SESSIONS):

H.R. 6123. A bill to develop and disseminate
a civic education curriculum and oral his-
tory resources regarding certain political
ideologies, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Education and Labor.

By Mr. BROWN of Maryland (for him-
self, Mr. KELLY of Mississippi, and
Mr. RYAN):

H.R. 6124. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to increase the maximum guar-
anty amount for loans made to certain vet-
erans under the laws administered by the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

By Mr. CARTER of Louisiana:

H.R. 6125. A bill to authorize the Secretary
of Education to discharge or cancel Federal
student loan liability for borrowers of dis-
aster loans under section 7(b) of the Small
Business Act made on or after January 1,
2020, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Education and Labor.

By Mr. COURTNEY (for himself and
Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota):

H.R. 6126. A bill to provide that, due to the
disruptions caused by COVID-19, applications
for impact aid funding for fiscal year 2023
may use certain data submitted in the fiscal
year 2022 application; to the Committee on
Education and Labor.

By Mr. DIAZ-BALART (for himself,
Mr. CUELLAR, Ms. GRANGER, Mr. PaA-
NETTA, and Mr. RUTHERFORD):

H.R. 6127. A Dbill to amend title 4, United
States Code, to ensure that a funeral honors
detail recites the 13 Folds of Honor when pre-
senting a flag of the United States in connec-
tion with the death of a member of the
Armed Forces or veteran; to the Committee
on the Judiciary.
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